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thousand from his breast; they abounded in passion,
and were both vigorous and destitute of vigour. After
creating from his thighs another thousand pairs, in
whom both passion and darkness prevailed, and who
are described as active, he formed from his feet yet
another thousand couples, who were full of darkness,
inglorious, and of little vigour." In another text this
Purana affirms that in the Krita age, which answers to
the golden age of the Greeks, " there were no distinctions
of castes or orders ! " " These perfect beings, who were
described as existing formerly in the Krita age ....
who were tranquil, fiery, active, or distressed, were born
again in the Treta age as Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas,
Sudras." "Svayambhu (the self-existent) established
divisions amongst (men) according to their tendencies.
Those who were rapacious he ordained to be Kshatriyas,
protectors of the others. Those who attended on these,
fearless, speaking the truth, and propounding sacred
knowledge with exactness (were made) Brahmans.
Those who had previously been feeble, engaged in
slaughter, and cultivators of the ground, he made
Vaisyas; and he designated as Sudras those who
grieved, and were addicted to menial, tasks." From this
it would appear the writer believed that originally there
was no distinction of caste; but owing to their char-
acter and conduct in later years men were subdivided
by Brahma. These contradictory statements are ex-
plained as referring to the commencement of things in
successive kalpas, or ages ; for at the end of each
kalpa all created things are destroyed, and at the
commencement of each, a new creation takes place.
Professor Wilson suggests that they have been borrowed
from different original authorities.

The Ramayana teaches that the four castes were the